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						New warning system could save lives in events like two recent ‘megafires’ in Texas					

					
						Just as U.S. warming intensified in the 1990s, major wildfires in the Great Plains – largely suppressed by local volunteers – embarked on a devastating comeback. Nowhere has the impact been more dramatic than in Texas.					

										
						Bob Henson					

									
			

			
				
					

				
			

					


		
		
						
				
				
					
						Analysis: Trump win could add 4 billion metric tons to US emissions by 2030					

					
						The U.K.-based Carbon Brief calculated that rolling back Biden administration policies would negate – twice over – all emission savings worldwide from deploying wind, solar and other clean technologies in the past five years.					

										
						Simon Evans & Verner Viisainen					

									
				
			

						
				
				
					
						What happens when a climate denier becomes Louisiana’s governor?					

					
						In his first month in office, Republican Jeff Landry surrounded himself with former fossil fuel executives and targeted the state’s climate change task force. He succeeded Democrat John Bel Edwards, who served two terms as governor.					

										
						Terry L. Jones					

									
				
			

						
				
				
					
						2023: In various ways – not just heat – a climate year for the record books					

					
						High-temperature records were smashed on land and sea. But don’t expect the fossil-fueled trend to end any time soon. “2023 will end up being one of the coldest years of this century,” Texas A&M climate scientist Andrew Dessler said.					

										
						Bill Dawson					

									
				
			

					

	


	
		
			

		

				
			
				
			

			
				
					
						TCN Digest: What comes after 2023’s Big Heat? (Don’t get your hopes up.)					

					Summer was Earth’s hottest summer on record. September was the hottest September. Other climate extremes abound. Is climate change speeding up? We examine all of that in one of our annotated summaries of recent climate news.

																
							Bill Dawson						

									
			

		

				
			
				
			

			
				
					
						Heat pumps are catching on. New rebates, tax breaks may turbocharge the trend					

					The Inflation Reduction Act will put the energy-saving technology within financial reach of many thousands of low- and middle-income Texans. TCN contributing editor Bob Henson provides an in-depth look at what’s in store.

																
							Bob Henson						

									
			

		

				
			
				
			

			
				
					
						TCN Digest: As 2022 eased into 2023, news offered hints of what to expect					

					In this installment of TCN Digest, we recount some important climate and energy developments that occurred around the turn of the year and examine the indications that they provide about the months ahead.

																
							Bill Dawson						

									
			

		

				
			
				
			

			
				
					
						Elon Musk’s Twitter gives climate misinformation a new lease on life					

					With the social media platform in turmoil, scientists from Texas and elsewhere are pondering their next steps as they watch their reader engagement drop and dismissal of climate change rise.

																
							Bob Henson						

									
			

		

				
			
				
			

			
				
					
						Coral reefs near Texas may not escape greater damage from climate change					

					Coral reefs – indicators of overall ocean health – have fared better in the Flower Garden Banks Marine Sanctuary than many reefs elsewhere. But researchers have now concluded that could change as Gulf waters heat up.

																
							Melissa Gaskill						

									
			

		

				
			
				
			

			
				
					
						TCN Digest: Reading some of the tea leaves left by mid-term voters					

					Republican victories in Texas mean explicit, state-level climate action seems sure to be a continuing nonstarter. But the failure of a “red wave” to materialize nationally means Biden’s legislative achievements appear secure.

																
							Bill Dawson						
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						The U.K.-based Carbon Brief calculated that rolling back Biden administration policies would negate – twice over – all emission savings worldwide from deploying wind, solar and other clean technologies in the past five years.
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								What happens when a climate denier becomes Louisiana’s governor?							
						

						In his first month in office, Republican Jeff Landry surrounded himself with former fossil fuel executives and targeted the state’s climate change task force. He succeeded Democrat John Bel Edwards, who served two terms as governor.
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								Another hot, dry summer may push parts of Texas to the brink							
						

						Some areas of the state are starting the year with low water reserves, and forecasters don’t expect substantial relief from the weather. Instead, they increasingly foresee another scorching summer.

					

										
						UMass Lowell

						
							
								Analysis: Extreme cold, like that of recent days, still happens in a warming world							
						

						 Many studies show a clear decrease in the number of extreme cold events with global warming. But whether warming may also support their intensity is an open question. Some research suggests it does.
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								Ten ‘you must be kidding’ facts about weather and climate in 2023							
						

						Last year was packed with bizarre weather events – some the unmistakable signs of climate change, others reflecting the fluctuations of extreme weather – which seized people’s attention.
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																Big Oil executives push back against calls for fast energy transition. Reuters

Protecting this tiny Texas plant could complicate wind power plans. Greenwire

Texas utilities lack regulation for fire prevention, experts say. Houston Chronicle

Houston solar farm delayed amid renewable energy financing woes. Houston Landing

In Texas, as in California, big fires lead to big lawsuits. Grist

New lake will fuel petrochemical expansion on Texas Coast. Inside Climate News
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																Companies are poised to inject millions of tons of carbon underground. Will it stay put? Inside Climate News

No reprieve for ‘Cancer Alley’: Louisiana pollution correlates with preterm births. NPR

How an Oklahoma earthquake showed danger remains after years of quakes becoming less frequent. AP

Louisiana LNG could be ‘nail in the coffin’ for local fishermen. Gas Outlook
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																California is quietly Trump-proofing its EV rules. Heatmap News

EPA sets strongest-ever climate change rules for cars. Washington Post

Petrochemicals are killing us, a new report warns in the New England Journal of Medicine. Inside Climate News

Florida protects student-athletes from heat. It hasn’t done the same for workers. Tampa Bay Times

A nuclear plant’s closure was hailed as a green win. Then emissions went up. The Guardian

A new surge in power use is threatening US climate goals. New York Times

US energy industry gas leaks are triple the official figures, study find. The Guardian
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		Support TCN

		Your tax-deductible donation to Texas Climate News will be received and transferred to TCN by our official fiscal sponsor, the nonprofit Institute for Journalism and Natural Resources (IJNR).

		Thank you for your crucial support.

	

	Continue to IJNR to donate →
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		Subscribe to the TCN newsletter

		We’ll send you an email every week or so with links to our recent coverage. We won’t share your address with anyone.
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